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SPEAKER BIOS
Joseph Wm. Foran
Founder, Chairman, CEO & Secretary
Matador Resources Co. 
Founder, Chairman of the Board, Chief Executive Officer and Secretary

Mr. Foran founded Matador Resources Company in July 2003 and has served as Chairman of the Board, Chief Executive Officer and Secretary since he founded the Company.

Mr. Foran began his career as an oil and natural gas independent in 1983 when he and his wife, Nancy, founded Foran Oil Company with $270,000 in contributed capital from 17 of his closest friends and neighbors. Foran Oil Company was later contributed into Matador Petroleum Corporation upon its formation by Mr. Foran in 1988, and Mr. Foran served as Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of that company from inception until the time of its sale to Tom Brown, Inc. in June 2003 for an enterprise value of $388 million in an all-cash transaction. Under Mr. Foran’s guidance, Matador Petroleum realized a 21% average annual rate of return for its shareholders for 15 years.

Mr. Foran is originally from Amarillo, Texas, where his family owned a pipeline construction business. From 1980 to 1983, he was Vice President and General Counsel of J. Cleo Thompson and James Cleo Thompson, Jr., Oil Producers. Prior to that time, he was a briefing attorney to Chief Justice Joe R. Greenhill of the Supreme Court of Texas.

Mr. Foran graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in Accounting from the University of Kentucky with highest honors and a law degree from the Southern Methodist University School of Law, where he was a Hatton W. Sumners scholar and the Leading Articles Editor of the Southwestern Law Review. He is currently active as a member of various industry and civic organizations, including his church and various youth activities. In 2002, Mr. Foran was honored as the Ernst & Young “Entrepreneur of the Year” for the Southwest Region.

As the founder and Chairman of the Board, Chief Executive Officer and Secretary of Matador Resources Company, Mr. Foran has provided leadership, experience and long relationships with a vast majority of the shareholders.

George M. Yates
President & CEO
HEYCO Energy Group 

George Yates is the President and CEO of HEYCO Energy Group, Inc., an exploration and investment company, with offices in Roswell, New Mexico and Dallas, Texas. HEYCO invests in onshore projects in the United States, Spain, and the UK. Yates has served as chairman of several industry organizations, including the Independent Petroleum Association of America, the Natural Gas Council, Mountain States Legal Foundation, the Business Industry Political Action Committee, the Independent Petroleum Association of New Mexico and the Dallas Wildcat Committee. He won the oil and gas industry’s prestigious Chief Roughneck Award in 2004, was inducted into the Rocky Mountain Oil & Gas Hall of Fame in 2009, and into the New Mexico Military Institute’s Hall of Fame in 2015. Yates holds a bachelor’s degree in business administration from the University of Texas at Austin and is a graduate of Harvard Business School’s Owner/President Management executive education program.
Sami Yahya
Senior Energy Analyst
S&P Global Platts Analytics
Sami Yahya is a Senior Energy Analyst at Platts Analytics, where he focuses on production and drilling dynamics and economics. Over the past five years Mr. Yahya has served as lead analyst for Platts Analytics’ Northeast, Southeast, and Midcon desks as part of the company’s North American Oil and Gas Production Team. Mr. Yahya also serves as a contributor to the company’s consulting group and supports various supply/demand reports, including Platts Analytics’ Gas Daily publication, a must-read report for the energy industry. Prior to joining Platts Analytics, Mr. Yahya has worked as a Cement Engineer in the field with Halliburton and a Well-Data Engineer with Drill-Sense International. Yahya has a B.S. degree in Petroleum Engineering from Colorado School of Mines.

