
 
 

ERIK MILITO 
Vice President of Upstream and Industry Operations 
American Petroleum Institute (API) 
Erik Milito is the vice president of Upstream and Industry 
Operations for the American Petroleum Institute. Mr. Milito’s 
work covers regulatory and legislative matters related to 
domestic exploration and production, including access to 
domestic oil and natural gas resources both onshore and 
offshore. Prior to his current position, Mr. Milito served as 
API’s managing counsel covering a host of legal issues, 

including oil and natural gas leasing, royalties, environment, fuels, transportation, 
safety, and civil justice reform. 
Prior to joining API, Mr. Milito served for over four years on active duty in the U.S. 
Army as a judge advocate, and an additional four years in the U.S. Army 
Reserve, resigning at the rank of major. Mr. Milito was assigned to active duty 
tours in Hawaii, Korea and Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland, and he served 
as a prosecutor, defense attorney and command advisor. Mr. Milito was awarded 
the Meritorious Service Medal and Army Commendation Medal during his military 
tenure. After leaving the Army, Mr. Milito worked as a career attorney with the 
Solicitor’s Office of the U.S. Department of the Interior. While at Interior, Mr. 
Milito worked on royalties, employment law, and disability access issues. 
Mr. Milito has testified on industry issues before multiple House and Senate 
committees. He has authored and co-authored several papers related to natural 
resources issues and has served as a guest speaker on multiple occasions. 
Mr. Milito attended the University of Notre Dame on an R.O.T.C. scholarship, and 
received a bachelor’s degree in business administration. Mr. Milito received his 
juris doctor from Marquette University Law School, where he was a member of 
the law review. 
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Led by Senior Vice-President Josh Kirklin, the Houston office of 
Cobbs Allen is focused on serving Houston and the Energy & 
Construction Industries.  
 
Founded in 1887, Cobbs Allen is a full service, risk management firm 
providing a process-based approach to local, regional, and national 
businesses in commercial insurance, employee benefits, personal 
insurance, and alternative risk financing services. Committed to 
independence, Cobbs Allen is ranked in the top 50 of privately held 
brokerage firms and the top 100 of all U.S. brokerage firms. 
 


