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Trump 
took Oath 
on January 
20, 2017-
151 days 
ago

March 15, 
2017 –
Lawsuit 
Protects 
Floridians, 
50,000+ 
Acres From 
Phosphate 
Strip Mining

March 21, 2017 –
Farmers, Public 
Interest Groups 
Sue EPA for 
Approving Highly 
Toxic Enlist Duo

March 23, 2017 
– Lawsuit 
Launched to 
Protect Birds, 
Other Wildlife 
From Harmful 
Agricultural 
Pesticides Used 
on National 
Wildlife Refuges

March 27, 
2017 –
PolyMet Land 
Exchange 
Illegally 
Undervalues 
Public Land

March 28, 2017 –
Lawsuit Filed to 
Protect Wolves, 
Lynx From PolyMet
Copper Mine in 
Minnesota

March 29, 2017 –
Lawsuit Challenges 
Trump 
Administration's 
Order to Open 
Public Lands to 
Coal Leasing

March 30, 2017 –
Lawsuit Challenges 
Trump's Approval of 
Keystone XL 
Pipeline 

April 4, 2017 –
Lawsuit Filed to 
Save Imperiled 
Native Carnivores 
From Deadly 
'Cyanide Bombs' April 20, 2017 –

Trump Sued for 
Revoking 
Protections for 
Wolves, Bears in 
Alaska

April 12, 2017 –
Federal Wildlife-
killing Program 
Sued Over 
Carnivore Killing in 
Colorado

April 12, 2017 –
Lawsuit Targets 
Trump's Border 
Wall, Enforcement 
Program

May 3, 2017 –
Lawsuit Aims to 
Force Release of 
EPA Chief's 
Emails, Schedule

May 3, 2017 –
Lawsuit 
Challenges Trump 
Reversal of Arctic, 
Atlantic Drilling 
Ban

May 2, 2017 –
Lawsuit 
Challenges 
Fracking Plan for 
Ohio's Only 
National Forest

May 3, 2017 –
Lawsuit 
Challenges EPA 
Chief Scott Pruitt 
to Keep D.C., 
Philadelphia on 
Track to Clean Air

May 18, 2017 –
Lawsuit Demands 
Keystone 
Pipeline's Route, 
State Department 
Contracts

May 11, 2017 –
Lawsuit Asks 
Court to Halt 
Federal Wildlife 
Killing in Idaho

May 23, 2017 –
Lawsuit Targets 
Trump's Climate-
change 
Censorship

May 31, 2017 –
Lawsuit Seeks 
Federal Briefing 
Documents on 
Trump's Border 
Wall

June 6, 2017 –
Lawsuit Challenges 
Trump 
Administration’s 
Delay in Cleaning Up 
Dangerous Ozone 
Pollution in 
Sacramento, 
Southern California

June 1, 2017 –
Lawsuit Seeks 
Documents From 
Trump EPA's 
Closed-door 
Polluter Meetings

June 6, 2017 –
Lawsuit Seeks 
Federal Documents 
on Trump's Border 
Wall Prototypes

June 8, 2017 –
Coalition Files 
Suit to Defend 
Climate, Clean 
Air and Water 
From Coal

April 10, 2017 –
Conservationists 
Seek to Defend 
Recommended 
Wilderness and 
Wilderness Study 
Areas in ATVer
and Snowmobiler 
Lawsuit

February 9, 2017 
– WildEarth
Guardians Files 
Suit to Defend 
Clean Air From 
Colorado Springs 
Coal-fired Power 
Plant

June 21, 
2017 –
Lawsuit Filed 
Against 
Federal 
Wildlife-killing 
Program in 
California

June 21, 
2017 –
Lawsuit 
Launched to 
Force Trump 
EPA to 
Ensure 
Alabama, 
Mississippi 
Comply with 
Clean Air Act 
Conflict of 
Interest 
Rules 

June 14, 2017 – Conservation 
Groups File Series of Lawsuits 
to Enforce Transparency Under 
Trump 

June 20, 
2017 –
Lawsuit 
Seeks 
Documents 
on Trump 
Administratio
n's Ties to 
Coal Industry 



Types of Suits
 Challenges to Agency Action
 Agency Action:

 Permit
 Regulations
 Other (E.O., Executive Memorandums, CRA resolutions, etc.)

 Challenges:
 NEPA
 ESA

 FOIA
 Challenges to Agency Inaction
 APA (5 USC 706) – Agency action unreasonably withheld
 ESA deadline suits
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ESA Deadline Suits
 CBD Filed  60-day NOI in August 2016
 No lawsuit

 One Petition to List Species Since Nov. 2016
 If eNGOs have the funds and the mandate, why ease 

up on ESA petitions/deadline suits?
 Don’t want decisions by Trump administration
 Deference

 Who is filing ESA petitions/deadline suits?
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Only Species Petitioned to be 
Listed on the ESA?
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AWWW YEAH!
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Questions?
About this picture perhaps?


	Tools of the Trade:  E-NGO use of NEPA and the ESA to Block and Compel Federal Action
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Types of Suits
	ESA Deadline Suits
	Only Species Petitioned to be Listed on the ESA?
	Slide Number 7

